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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
KWE,Tue 16:00 #W=Pray 4 Kobe
KEE,/Wed 19:15  7KHKE B &ALEE,Wednesday Night Service
8/31 Mon 15:00 FA~LarH—h at KSFE,Gospel Concert at Tohdaiji
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Obon-Hungry Idols &the Lord Jesus Christ 1Corinthians 8:4-8
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4So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that an idol is nothing at all in the world and that
there is no God but one. 5For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as indeed there
are many "gods" and many "lords"), éyet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came
and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through
whom we live. 7But not everyone knows this. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that when they eat
such food they think of it as having been sacrificed to an idol, and since their conscience is wealk, it is defiled.
8But food does not bring us near to God; we are no worse if we do not eat, and no better if we do.
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It is a time to show honor&respect to our parents & ancestors who were created by God. Ephesians 6:2-3
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It is a family reunion which can be used to strengthen the family ties.
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It is a time to take a break and reflect on life and be thankful to God.
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Although misguided it does teach the reality of the spirit world and that there are eternal consequences for
selfish living.
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Luke 16:19-31 (poor man in Jesus parable)

19"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 20At his gate
was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 2tand longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table.
Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22"The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to
Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and
saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and
send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because | am in agony in this fire.' 25"But
Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received
bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26And besides all this, between us and you a
great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over
from there to us.' 27"He answered, 'Then | beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, 28for | have five
brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' 22"Abraham replied, 'They
have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' 30" 'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from
the dead goes to them, they will repent.' 31"He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they
will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'"
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To worship ancestors , idols or anything other than Jesus as a god, opens the door to spiritual bondage and hurts
your love relationship with him.
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To follow Buddhist practices like everyone else shows your respect those religious practices and fear of what
others will think. This will cause your family to look down upon your belief in Jesus Christ as second rate and of
little value.
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Obon teaches the false hope that food given to the spirits & idols and our efforts can comfort and improve a
dead person's eternal condition. Luke 16:26 "And besides all this, between us and a great chasm has been fixed,
so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us."
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Bon Odori is a celebration dance of the ancestors deliverance from hell (place of the hungry ghosts) for 3 days.
This is a false hope.
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We who believe in Jesus Christ as our Lord have true reason to dance our promise eternal life with God in heaven not
just 3 hot days in August.
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Look for ways to show respect and thanks to your parents and grandparents not as gods but as God's creation
used by him to bring life to you.
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Look for ways to improve family communication and forgiveness in family gatherings.
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In your actions show submission only to the Lord Jesus Christ. Luke 9:26"For whoever is ashamed of me and of
my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of
the holy angels"
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Look for opportunities to humble share the Hope&Joy you have in Jesus (Salvation dance).
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